CHAPTER    XII
The Landing at Jllhucemas
IT WAS DECIDED TO GO TO ALHUCEMAS. " HOWEVER THE WEJ
of landing at Alhucemas may have originated, un-
doubtedly, and it is only just to recognize the fact, the wil
to carry it out was entirely that of General Primo de Rivera,
then in control of the government and general in commanc
of the African Army. . . . Entirely his, maintained tenaci-
ously against the opinion and belief of everyone, and even
with our allies lacking confidence in its success."
The columns for the landing were organized in Ceuta
and Melilla. What hardships were undergone making pre-
parations ! The plan was to occupy a base of operations where
an army of 20,000 men could be handled. And at that base
everything was lacking, from water to the most insignificant
yet indispensable elements of life.
Ships, war materials, and men were being gathered.
There arrived at the ports of Ceuta and Melilla warships,
transports, trans-Mediterranean steamers, barges, and some
special vessels called "K's," of a type used by the English
in their landing at the Dardanelles. There congregated
numbers of specialists and of engineers, line of communi-
cation troops, sappers, radio and observation stations, am-
bulances, batteries, ovens, etc.
The Ceuta column was under the command of General
Saro, and that of Melilla under General Fernandez Perez.
Each one consisted of 9,000 men. With the Melilla brigade